
  

Greater Reach for Research 
with Open Access 
 
A revolution is underway. The Internet is transforming scholarship. Digital scholarship offers possibilities for 
new ways to publish and share information and new economic models to sustain the process of scholarly 
communication. In order to make the changes and opportunities in scholarly communication work, it is vital 
that the material is available on the Internet; free of charge, and free of most copyright and licensing 
restrictions. Research paid with public money, should be available to the broadest public possible. 
 
 
What’s in it for me? 
 
As an author you have a larger potential audience 
than any subscriber-restricted journal can provide, 
even the most prestigious. Open Access can 
increase the impact of your work, will shorten the 
delay between acceptance and publication, and 
make your articles more effective by making them 
easier to find and use. Your work will be visible to 
every search and retrieval tool: peer reviewed and 
without loss of quality control. 
 
As a reader you will have free online access to the 
literature necessary for your research. Remember 
that without your institution or library paying large 
sums for subscriptions, you could have to pay at 
least €30 for each article you want to access.   
 
As a teacher you will know that with Open Access 
literature your students have convenient access to 
the information they need.  
 
As a scientist or scholar you will have access to 
all the research material you need. No chance of 
libraries having to cancel subscriptions and cut into 
book budgets due to the rising prices of journals 
and publications.  
You will be able to re-use research data without 
having to replicate expensive research. You will also  
be able to make use of machine-to-machine 
readable data to improve your research.  
 

What can I do? 
 
Submit your work to Open Access journals. The 
Directory of Open Access journals (www.doaj.org) 
lists over 4000 peer reviewed journals and new 
journals appear online every month. 
 
Deposit a copy of your article in an Open Access 
repository, hosted by your institution or discipline. 
Check with your local repository manager how to do 
this. If your publisher permits it, deposit your 
postprint (the peer reviewed version, as published in 
the journal) in the repository, otherwise your 
preprint. 
 
Retain your rights – and the rights of your readers -  
when submitting your work to a subscription-based 
journal. There is no need to hand over all your author 
rights to a publisher. You can use the Copyright 
Toolbox to make changes to the publisher’s copyright 
form. Or use the ‘Licence to Publish’. Make sure you 
are allowed to put the postprint on your personal 
website, or better yet, in the repository that is hosted 
by your institute or discipline.  
 
Join the growing, worldwide movement to bring the 
benefits of Open Access to all. 
 

For more information 
Web: HTUwww.openaccess.nlUTH  
Contact your local repository manager or ‘Auteursrechten Informatiepunt’ at your university library 
 

http://www.doaj.org/


 

Onderzoek, zowel wetenschappelijk als toegepast onderzoek, is onder invloed van 
ICT aan veel verandering onderhevig. Met ICT en internet zijn er veel mogelijkheden 
bijgekomen voor het doen van onderzoek, het toegankelijk maken en verspreiden 
van de resultaten, het hergebruiken en voortbouwen op eerdere resultaten. 
Het SURFshare programma ondersteunt dit door een infrastructuur te realiseren die 
de toegankelijkheid en de uitwisseling van onderzoeksinformatie bevordert. 
 
SURFshare werkt aan vernieuwing van de samenwerking op het gebied van 
onderzoek, het samenstellen van complexe ('verrijkte') publicaties en het review- en 
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publicatieproces. In dit proces veranderen de rollen en taken van onderzoekers, 
lectoren, instellingen, universiteits- en hbo-bibliotheken en uitgeverijen. Het 
onderzoek- en publicatieproces raakt nog meer verweven. Hierdoor en door de 
toegenomen mogelijkheden op het gebied van kennisdeling en disseminatie, 
verdwijnt het harde onderscheid tussen onderzoeksdata en de 'traditionele' 
publicatie als onderzoeksoutput. 
 
Om de volle potentie van onderzoek te benutten, streeft SURFshare naar open 
toegang tot onderzoeksresultaten. Zeker daar waar onderzoek is uitgevoerd met 
publieke middelen.  
 
SURFshare is een vierjarig programma van SURFfoundation. In SURFfoundation 
werken hogescholen, universiteiten en onderzoeksinstellingen samen aan 
grensverleggende ICT-innovaties om de kwaliteit van hoger onderwijs en onderzoek 
te verbeteren.  
 
Meer informatie is te vinden op www.surffoundation.nl/surfshare 

Research - whether scientific, scholarly or applied research - is, due to IT, subject to 
extensive change. IT and the Internet have opened up many possibilities for 
research, for distributing the results and making them accessible, and for reusing 
and building on previous results. The SURFshare programme contributes to creating 
an infrastructure for modern scholarly communication and open access to research 
results.  
 
For SURFshare, a system of repositories forms the basis for further innovation in 
scholarly communication and collaboration in research, for the construction of 
complex ('enhanced') publications, and for the process of reviewing and publication.  
 
SURFshare is a four-year programme organised by SURFfoundation. SURFfoundation 
unites research universities, universities of applied sciences and research 
institutions. All of these collaborate on innovative ICT projects to improve the quality 
of higher education and research.  
 
For more information, check www.surffoundation.nl/en/surfshare 
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