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“Much of our thinking of the future is linear, and based on extending currently 

existing trends. But trends slow, accelerate, bend and break. Unforeseen events 

can disrupt even long-standing trends. Opinions differ on historical developments 

and, even when there is agreement, the future is rarely just a smooth continua-

tion of past patterns. Moreover, we do not know in advance which trends will 

continue and which will change course, or in what context. Sometimes, we  

can just be plain wrong.”  (OECD, 2022)
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opportunities offered by digitisation. Together, we make better 
and more flexible education and research possible.
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